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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the psychological identity mechanisms in women
survivors of chronic emotional abuse to gain an in-depth understanding of their lived
experiences and identity reconstruction processes. A qualitative descriptive
phenomenological approach was employed. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with 22 women survivors residing in Tehran. Purposeful
sampling was used, and interviews continued until theoretical saturation. Data were
analyzed using Nvivo software and thematic analysis. Five main mechanisms in
psychological identity reconstruction emerged: self-redefinition, emotional
independence, recovery of social roles, increased self-awareness, and self-
compassion. Additionally, processes such as rebuilding trust in others, managing
interpersonal boundaries, meaning-making of painful experiences, and psychological
resilience were identified as key factors strengthening psychological identity. The
study demonstrated that psychological identity in women survivors of emotional
abuse is a dynamic and multidimensional process requiring continuous redefinition
and reconstruction. Understanding these internal mechanisms can aid in designing
targeted and effective psychological interventions and enhance the mental health of
this vulnerable population.

Keywords: Psychological identity, emotional abuse, women survivors, identity

reconstruction, qualitative research, phenomenology

Publish Date: 2024-06-20

HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY wo

BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS

Saeed Jamshidian?, Elham Mahdavinassab®*

1. Department of Curriculum Planning, Yasouj
University, Yasouj, Iran

2. Department of Educational Sciences, Yasouj
University, Yasouj, Iran
*Corresponding Author’s Email:
Drmahdavinassab1980@gmail.com

How to cite: Jamshidian, S., & Mahdavinassab, E.
(2024). Exploring the Mechanisms of Psychological
Identity in Women Survivors of Chronic Emotional
Abuse: A Phenomenological Study. Health
Psychology and Behavioral Disorders, 2(2), 1-8.

o=

© 2024 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

S8y DY 9 Cwodls (wlililgy

FPXV-PY

23S oo Ll ol 8l Sy cudeS 5 oy, Cedles e 55 S a8 (g Lsly) slaojle sk 5 (S ol a4 Slsy case
IS ats s oyl g daore b Jolad j0 a5 ol 095 ) S 0,8 slac Sl 9 Slulust da b 5l (slacgamme 2o ga (Erikson, 1968)
‘:‘j) Cogd A ‘SQ.H:,.C 6&%] m‘yso O GaJoLc oou.';...u‘ss,u 4.)).7U sul...a Q"‘ B (MarCia, 1980) 0)‘0 ‘5.......4 L_S)Lbl.v 9 °)-5g5’°
aS 29,5 lsxe 4 b5 (Lavi & Solomon, 2016) sgi JuSas5 g 5 pudgs o cwlidogs slaoi] i jo S cge g 3,51 0)lg
355 Cagp Slil (Sisz 3l 5 Gees S wkeili S oo S8 mie laosliialsgs ohig 4 Sy 5 sAble Glacal 2y 50
(Paine & Hansen, 2002) axtwe Sl cpl 5l

6,3, JyuS g soble colos ISl 5 Jrost ¢z aiile aliBee sla IS 4y a5 sl Sy, Cigis o958 (opo e able oolaiulegu
d)l?).v o.)l.fz.';.m‘;ﬁ.u éy U”‘ (Flnke|h0I’, 1990) a)lo ul...ul.a).% g;“\") u...ﬂ.»S 9 @‘5) Ceodhoo » @M@y}‘o u‘).vl u.l.:‘ 9 J.»S‘SA 395
Dipds g clil o goaxe sla > L e csible solatulegus 5l adbsl b3 aS wilesls ojlis wlalas (Glaser, 2002) el
(Evans, 2018) wlaxlge ol aly;y (5,1,8, ¢ Slles oo e

sible ooliiwlegu 5l asboles (5 50 ol s, g5l cwyp o loixl o Sloe g Sy, coodls Sb3L o Slg, Cage Cosal 4 axgi b
4 S 5 Wl oolitulegw 5l 256 Slg, YN Slg; ol sladely 4 boes et Slalllae 318 (lofug Coodl (iyoje
sla iy g, opl 5 (Cyr & Dubois-Comtois, 2020) el ool a>g5 09,5 cpl 4o slablio slo,lSal, 5 Cogn (o3lojb slaosT s
Sglen e Lugh sl 4 aS Sy slay gl 5 (U s Sloya 5l G S0 aSlg o0 o SIL g ohis a5 (S
.(Smith, Flowers, & Larkin, 2009) a 51 ol 3

3 el Pt ) S ead G K 50 i g 093 (el aS Wleols lid able colaiuligw 039> yo L8 a5 Sldlas
Cosis )0 guulS Julse lsie 4y ¢ iie Slulua! &g poe Uy 5 Sl Pl Sb5L «uzan (Herman, 1997) coul sgge youne
9 ‘_;)‘5) Oge 3O (4P u,....c.: ).».: ‘SCLA»?‘ LgLQ:wLw bl?u‘ 9 wJLw .E.»‘s) ‘5)[-&#))[—, (Kaufman, 2009) Qloads u;:l.ml...w @‘5) Cogd
oo sloadlie 500 5l (6,510l anwgs g SLo,s slads s 4 cisulins (ol p odle (CoKer etal., 2002) oS o bl coge 553k
(Tedeschi & Calhoun, 2004) siiws ol 51 us 0y § Sgupe s 43

DU sy sloanld 5 s, Cupn 8o sbalSsile Cls wiilinlos by Sl slocdlh 5 (Sumn 4 4255 b o J b
O gaass slcoles g b5 Slily, Ol by Wl oo o) Sg5le ol bl .l (6 5 5ree sloioghy winjls
Eyoge &S Jlpl amel> ;o 059 4 (Schéfer & Ferraro, 2016) wle oS ob; ol (S8 CoutS oo 4 g 05 ) oge
WHl8,55 YL Cawdl 5l Sl gt iz cwl Sgae Sy slacoles g oad Zilae Sle Do w4 jiaS able glaoslaiulegu
(Ahmadi et al., 2019)

(o B owliily, Slool j3 ond GuindeS Laad oje> S loie 4 ¢ ible solituligw die) ,o Sy Cugs aslllhs K8 o
Sy g Groe b 2 &5 Ll 0,505, 05l ool 8 gam Sl lp oslie yw 5 03,5 5 1) 09250 SlBBISE Wilgi e
Qlj 6o)3 9 LSCLQ.&‘ e‘-;i..bjﬁ él:u‘ L WL.....} Lv 9 4.'9.»:‘9 9 o\.béw—l UL’) 6‘..\.»4 as \.\.Qboso ‘) ulSdO‘ uJ‘ R )S)M \)l)S‘ Ay
slcoles 5 Jly, wbiboaw! am) ;o ool ils 2l )| a4 o) Sg5le opl cdls woles ,o (Van Manen, 1990) sgd ooniis



P9 ool P9 09

L.v ...\..5‘54 u.u)‘l.‘ C\JL]UQA U"‘ w‘ U.AJ.A G‘LIOLC ooLé.';.wl;w )l d.ﬁlaul.?u Qb) )o k-;:‘s) w}.& LSLQ)lSj)Lm 65[5‘5 w&bs).' U"‘ ‘_J..a‘ JM
GlS sloan] 8 g badlie 5 05,5 oy Beoe 5 aolr (ASE @]y (U cpl iy ) Glaa 25« eogs (owlid sy he, 5l S o
oS Fpge g i eaass Sleas al)l o g, oSk g () Kiagh 4 Wil oo Giegh onl @bt wla plelis ]y Sl coga o3losk

Soled Wl og,5 cpl Sy, cuodlo L1 10 (cape S5 9 O3S

wlbwigvg

sible oolitulegu jladliolon (Uj 5o Slyy Cage la)gsle (w2 lp (hrogi (oolid)ludy (g 5 (&S 0,5, 5l gk cnl o
6)34.79.03 u\.n)y FUWR\Y P u.m.u |) R GaJoLc oou.';.w‘sam 4.:).79 as Sy u‘)-éf ).e(w USLM: UL') J.nl.w Mﬁ)” 4ML'> O oolazwl oo
‘B)'Ld “:Yg.la O L GdaLc o.)Lé.‘i...u‘;}..u 4.').70 UP ‘;Lbua}l.w u.uL..u‘ » ulfd...a:us]w 9 KW ‘BL>L>| )L.M P w 9 M..\m U"j) Le
0ALS CS 1 lgie 4y dwosls jo (g ki gLl 4 o, 1 e @ TY Lw Lo ol aslas o oS a4 bl g @bl eols,
ool dxdlae é)‘j L;:LQJ

S 5 bl Jobo 4 kB A0 B 70 o (Sl b 4 anlas jo ad el il L3 leass glaaslas b 5l esls 5505
69815 5 plold Bua b axlas OYI5w ol (gilwooly AclSaaclS &g 4 w5 oo FaS eSS 10 5l ojll S L lraslas
Sz Slegdge 6750 lp eV G riyBlanl g ab (Sl wl Seslitulesn Luly) 5l 29> 5l o 995 (Sls) Casn 5l QU dmnj o)l
20,5 bld baslas P> 50 55aes g

anlllas 35 @ ldalas ygie lal jo .o eolatwl VY asees NVIVO 13810 5 51 (6 S0 0 b ygeniae Judows g, 5l doosls Judos (sl
)l aools )L.».C| .\.‘:‘Q; (Godiwd LSC)S 9 u;l..al NLAA g,JL’B ) LQ&_J5L°J 9 Lﬁwlﬂw 4 4.>5J lJ oS ] A PL?U‘ du.]s‘ 6)|A§A§ 9
plad jo 28,5 1,8 ol 3,90 oddizl il glaaidl o)l ys HBaS S 18 5,555k 5 g ped Kiwgh lawgy WS saome il B,k
A Cole,y Giagh 5l bl zg,5 el g AT cols ) cus (Sl ye bai> Jolin S ool Lidgh J>se

basl

95 a3k )

5 b sls plos b ogs S pdy Jold pogie (ul o2 955 el Bl (U 5o Sls; Cuse JBg5le slajsany (o et 3l (S
SEB T 05 g aiiS gilusl 1) 03 s 4y sladiel aiiiilyd g 0 4 GBS ES LD 0 b )l sl g satd A wans blES
Friar ]y pog> b8 Ol 5 hend 05 ol @ et |) pos ilsioe Yo» 0 (o B samlan ) (S i 838 lace]
s ol (g olal [Kos 50 Jooi et 093 iyl al €pls (33 45 pagdise 5 pyl0 Camgd

Sl Plaul .y

Iy 095 Slowaar a5 aizd )5 ol 65 0 oS slo 9o ) 5l (SO Dlolus| o o (o (gaiwily o Soolaiulegw 8,3 51 gy, ol
G 5 B polisln laa; T ol a8 Ly S seeals Jlebl GRS 15 5l (S oS JpuS 1) e Slilbras g 05K 5 s
Cughi oo Jalge Sl sloma ] (nl €p S ) pog3 Glapaal 5 035 Cupae ) pilalas] @il oo Yo Lol pad o Slylall
Sy sl 4 BT Sy, Cuga

eloizl gl a3l Y



S8y DY 9 Cwodls (wlililgy

(ol Slaads 4 CtF il wnS Gyl 5 bk 1) 053 sl Sla ai ws ST I ] Sosliiwlesw Luls) 5l ze,S 5l o 0L
yam 0dlgil maz ;5 0,lgs Yo» 1S HFwigdaslas jl (S .08)5 O )50 liwgs g odlgils bojlgs bl oyl 5l elaizl g o
2,5 Shls S8 cugn ilask a4 eleizl sla i 4 caSih cpl €S Wl B35 e 1) plisyole G @3S o0 (o2 9 10
walSTass il ¥

PBlogm Gl b (Bauses,a 05 gy Casr pas sl 5 (S 568 9,0 slajles bl 5 4388 o)l slassl 5l 25T
@ > 5 pog dlnly Ja8T 1> sanagd 89 0,5 Lo (b5 5l (o aie; cpl 50 0S5, sl Toam! laa s LSS 5l asiles
elie lax 4y Slg; S o506l ot Sl (SLd (l €S J5ES ] pog3 i piedlyl po) ] p3g5

355 3l LBl o 5 (Swgangs> O

e 2l 53 0L 09 grhae (Sl Cuge S3luil )0 60 semme ) Glake dr (Gii e ) B 5 Sl g e Sdle Sl Bl
PALLIS ST G oy Sl p0g5 4 il 45 el ol 0,5 o QAL ES 8 5l (S i S Ak ag3 Sl cadlie gl pladel
3,5 S Cugh (IS 35t 4 ((Fugdns (nl Cpdly Sole pO93 oIS o0 (srw g oS (o0 P59 Y 2L D

ol 4 slezel g5lusl 7

slazel 1500 & iz Loy ol b aitdly o, 4 Wil g 01,500 4 slezel (g5l aidlinlos (b sl mte sloptdlr 51 (S
Cooyd wsle ol aST SluS a4y aS plazd 3 ol VI Ll oS slesel oS @ a8 09 Covw L o oS Bases bl (SO asS
2,5 obul gl lbls |l gl sl wlezel o5lusl (pl € o

ol olbls sl Y

ol o it gal 093 Sl Casii gl b5 45 o5 63,lge 5l ot gldgpe 4 plyiml 5 Jlad st el &g 4 Slulusl 51y
Ol Ciogdy 1o oo 1,500 o)l Jllauil 5 @57 Gl 1) pilslesl Clxs b e g pilsiee Yo sy )bl 065 51 (o ogas
s bagyT elazzl Ll CoinS Sguas wrgo oo

SO R0 ) e S e A

3y s plnil bl (JISS a1 (38 & a3 S ob (B) 09 e slajgrmeny 5503 5l elaily) 5o atiie slj e g u> (sd (Sl
plos,S paseiin |y pogs (sl po Yo Lol oy sy a5 il sod gl 51 o 108 (B 18 51 (S S 5oy il Lty 2 095
25 SaS T ga g sy cedles 4 lagan e ool €piS o ibiblons p3gs Sl

Sl Ll g5kl A

Olye 4 Lals) cnl (g5lsl sl oaile (Bb pleglas ;o ST o @S )18 L3l ploslgsls bojbgs po)5 (on 20,5 ol 05 5 S
oy gibe (sleizl Culem g Cage w9 pie sloplS 5l S

aladle bylg, oy ymish N -

s s dlail, 5y ool Ky 1S Sy aimsls alisle Luly, 4 ailblime 65,555, ¢ shble oolislsgus a7 5| oy HEALSES 15
b bl Glsy Cage 5l cbliz el ayyaiil cal €pmo oo Caglsl ) il Cuadles 5 plailIS 1) pogs slaLone

Ty 4 sisuloe N

lo cBew (o 1S B aigianlas 5l (S awla 043 ab, anl s 5l asu |y o] g ot Lae 995 5,0 ¢ 7, 40,58 4 ol b
2 fod D08 gie g Sl 0aimd( St (o9 4 iFuline Cppolo leal P93 4 g psd (6 5598 Ll b el

el 5 5y5lli A Y



P9 ool P9 09

45 potd el 09y S oS oo jaiz 2 09y sl 1 ey 05 o Jolge oz 51 e il o s, (g g dllanil 5 ol L
bl Cygn Casil 50 GulS i (55l € lgasl ousy]

62,8 sloygl 4 IS 5 Cogins Y

€ogr iy o 3o e 05 a4 S5 5 Lo sdS (S adly GialT s St plawl 5 ssine slaysls 4 15T L 065 51 6ok
2 grhae Cuge bk sl e Olgie 4 Cugine

st (§5lwdiailys g ok, N

€,41 o0 5508 al s pl csoz Glajum (6 x50k 4 00,8 £, o ) (o5luaieilys el dax slads lpe (6550l g bolariwl ans
255 lyen |y Cagr (lasl joe (698 03,

Silula, g pidse N0

PO9> 4 yiian 5 pod S 0D Sl AiSD g o) anB3S 5B 05 SIS 0l 4 e Slulual I alay 9 (1500 5 955 iy

Sy slojls )l.c] 9 ] 4> gl Sl ‘J..QTJS ol €p I3 ol |
S5 4 g s

as’ wsly ylas axdl, ¢ ol ploxl cpoje sable ooliiulsgu 5l amdbls U; jo Sy, Cuse b, Sg5le oSl Bun b pol> jiagh
Cogh 4 0dipd JSi sloadlie (o Sede 5l cwgddgd g (B Tos3 iul38l o cloix! gla i g5lujl o« Slua PMaiul e oy yai5k
b oS ausls gable oolitulegm 4,50 5l e Cugn 5l (9,0 slaan] b cueal 5 ST b cpl it 09,5 ol 4o s,
(Lavi & Solomon, 2016; Kaufman, 2009) cc.l guwa pics Slallas

ol 3 55 LB 5 locinss plas 355 05> ey sl b5 G sammo s i gmansy i 5isbol 5 (S olyie 4 55 o
Slocaw! a,55 5l S9y dente St Hlexe a1y 053 pgal g5lsl a5 el (V2AY) Herman aalas zuls b bewlen azil
JS8 i pdylasils Spglie Suse wiwilys we (25 m 9 Sl al> e 5l jee b JEAS ES,0 (rmghy (nl 5o Sl 03,8 (Byme s
ol ails Ll Slgy caodls (53lwil 10 (galS i gadge (pl 4T dimo

Slogads a5 1) 095 o0l J S g stie Dllrs a8 5 0k U5 09 e sloadl, o 5l 50 Slulusl Co poe Ul 5 glowa Maiu!
) Slre Platwl a5 (V- VA) Evans slaaisl b axcs cpl onl ole, Seolitwlgw 5,8 4 able Sl 5l g 0o j9 Sellw
ol 5053 dg s Leid &5 b lge ol il ol Slgten w0o,S Bime ible slacsgis LS Sy, peoy o oS Jale
A i i (S bald g S e Gl 4 asl o )5 SWS (60,8

o,bgo Cxlu o 1) b5 aS 04 e slo 970 00 5l e slaizl g i (g 0l sl i 4 CliT 5l o 4 ¢ loix] sl i s3lesl
5 clx! Gla i obsb oUlgs as wilesls olis 55 (V- + V) Coker et al sile i Slalllas .osil ails Jbd jga> ael> ,o
Slyeti pogdle Slyy Zaga (bl anl a5 aesse Las laaidl cpl o)l plg; Caedle 9 50 (oot BB eIl DSl (5] 30
et 55 Sy Laulgy 9 SOlad el wiesls (590

b OEaSeS 58 0,05 oo o & gl (ol 5o 45 392 e sz 51 SKas (S isdS (5118, slasSll cals 5 alTags T3
Smith et iags sbiwl, o a4l cpl oS 5,55l Jite slaa o 1S5 5l axiadlys 953 (5 pdaaml 5 (Swly Yo 51 i oo
il imen ol ool w0y 5l e SN CadsS Sgupn 9 ,L8, o sl sl szlﬂa? o,ls wSl; A cl (Y--9) al
DS 5540l T ell g oS Slolis 1) 093 Bl slasls b o, SeS by 4 2B Togs



S8y DY 9 Cwodls (wlililgy

4 nl aS w8 S ol @, 4 Uy b emd 09,5 (nl 3 (Slg) Cuse (53luil )o GadS Ll G Glye 4 993 5l Cudlie 5 (Lwgasss
5 (V+)#) Lavi & Solomon il iegs; mbs b gues 4l oul e s (23 05 5l g WS az g 955 Jly) 5 (somr Slo3ls
Cgme 0dudam] U5 50 6550l g Julge 5l 095 Lhpds g cwgongs wlesls lis a5 el (Y+1#) Schéfer & Ferraro
Niged s

ol gl Sls, Cugn g laly, mus 5 10 pgee (2859500 5 Hlaie 4y 1 Wl Slbla ) sl g 1,500 4 slezel (g5l s (ggu 3l
el 5 eleizl glacoles b aiiuilys a5 sisgy azlse bLS,I (5,185 5 olatel o (e b ¢ sible ooliuslegus 42,265 51 ey 0
Cyr & Dubois-Comtois 4 (Y- - ) .Coker et al slo_zagh bzl pl 05,38 o cuio |, b pll> pl (bLs )| slacs lgs
s i Gl g, Sgear bl olse 31 bl sla s 5 olatz] Solos aimo o LA 45 505 Slstean (Y- )
onladls plg; Cdls bai o tliblone (15 45 gy (S 4Bl o0 el Ll 4y (1S e Ul 5 (59805 sl e o ke
Slalllas ;o godge ol anled bi | 055 Gly) Cdls 5 0SS sl o] spaz Lalg; & 9955 51 ols (Sl (U5 40 & )lge
ool 00 lulids dgage sl 8 5l s laie 4 5 (Y- 1 #) Schéfer & Ferraro 4 (v- - q) Kaufman

O o 7 (55ls0el 5 (55Tl 4y a5 g kol sloaddse 51 (o SUoys laa 25 5 &) 4 oaombns ol 5l g 0y late |
baidl onl b U S 5 @508 Gelanl Gl ceely g0 (nl g i 0y s 3l (pd plgie @] 055 @y 5 0,0 axtudlys
3 oot Jole o slaas o 4 isuline Cowl siae a5 o)l Jlgsen (V- - ¥) Tedeschi & Calhoun cowl 5l o o, 4 L
Lol gy Cods L)) 5 Caga g3l

Slalllae ;5 9050 (ul 0d gile gamd (siluaiailys 5 (el e Olyie 4 i omde slacalled 5 sie slojsk 4 1 men
5 S5y Bl b ablie (6l cots gt Wl oo Cugine 45 Sl oads wl 55 (124+) Van Manen 4 (v+14) Ahmadi et al
2l Sly) Sugs e

5 9095 Ot b (L) og Cuse ilal e slaonl B 00 5l 58 oS 5 S wiile pae Slulesl siluls, 5 i wale o
Olgre a4 55 (VAAY) HErman _zags ;o sgog0 opl 0iiS &8 > 5059, slodis] Canm 4y g 03,5 ahad |) ol a5 1> auiidlys o 5o

el oud (Byae ($35ne S0 5 (S

ulfM “y QS)I.&»

20,8 ] SluSy i Bain g oslod dllas ol 515 0
) EL IR V)

w‘ °"\i‘>)§ s_AJLC) @)'{?‘ J}»A‘ 9 Q")‘}A LSALA) w.m”; UJ‘ ral.?u‘ )o
&lo s

3l g2y gx8lin slal A5z « polo axlllas plodl o

Lostd cudlad



P9 ool P9 09

A A.Q‘P JL...;)‘ u.“) QS'S Jﬁ*@‘ WLC) u,o..o 9 J}.f...wo oM}J )‘ W‘P)O u)ﬁ..a ) ].0[_’> u*“ﬁ)-‘ J:>La 9 aools

Sb >

ool 4l I ol gl o

&b S g9
References

Ahmadi, K., Delavar, A., & Farnia, V. (2019). Emotional abuse and its psychological consequences among Iranian
women: A qualitative study. Journal of Family Violence, 34(3), 223-234.

Coker, A. L., Smith, P. H., Bethea, L., King, M. R., & McKeown, R. E. (2002). Physical health consequences of
physical and psychological intimate partner violence. Archives of Family Medicine, 9(5), 451-457.

Cyr, M., & Dubois-Comtois, K. (2020). Beyond symptomatology: Exploring identity in women survivors of chronic
emotional abuse. Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 21(2), 151-170.

Erikson, E. H. (1968). Identity: Youth and crisis. Norton.

Evans, S. E. (2018). The impact of emotional abuse on identity development in women: A meta-synthesis.
Psychology of Violence, 8(3), 302-310.

Finkelhor, D. (1990). Early and long-term effects of child sexual abuse: An update. Professional Psychology:
Research and Practice, 21(5), 325-330.

Glaser, D. (2002). Emotional abuse and neglect (psychological maltreatment): A conceptual framework. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 26(6-7), 697-714.

Herman, J. L. (1997). Trauma and recovery: The aftermath of violence—from domestic abuse to political terror.
Basic Books.

Kaufman, G. (2009). Emotional abuse: The hidden abuse. Psychotherapy Networker, 33(1), 24-30.

Lavi, T., & Solomon, Z. (2016). Identity reconstruction following trauma: A narrative approach. Journal of Loss and
Trauma, 21(4), 321-334.

Marcia, J. E. (1980). Identity in adolescence. In J. Adelson (Ed.), Handbook of adolescent psychology (pp. 159—
187). Wiley.



